
INSCRIPTION CANYON RANCH SANITARY DISTRICT 

PO Box 215 Chino Valley, AZ 86323 

~ Plant Expansion Planning Committee Meeting~ 

Wednesday, October 21, 2020 

  

Date: Wednesday, October 21, 2020  

Time: 2:00 p.m. 

Place: Chino Valley Bible Church, 1578 N. State Rte 89, 

 

1.  CALL TO ORDER Mr. DeSantis called the meeting to order at 2:02 p.m. 

2. ROLL CALL Present were: Gerry DeSantis, Committee Chairperson; Bob Summers, 
Committee Member; Charles Lehr, Committee Member; Karl Antilla, Committee 
Member; Bob Frisch, Committee Member; Ray Damasek, Committee Member;  Alan 
Black, Committee Member; Bob Busch, Committee Member; and Alan Cocherell and Jeff 
McCloud, members of the public.  

3. Meeting Purpose and Protocol, with Selection of Chairperson and other Officers Mr. 
Mr. DeSantis opened the meeting as0 moderator, and indicated that he had asked Mr. 
Lehr to serve as vice moderator and Mr. Summers to serve as sargent at arms.  

Mr. DeSantis asked Mr. Summers to summarize the previous meeting.  Mr. Summers 
reviewed the previous meeting, stating the that purpose of the committed is to begin 
planning for the next plant expansion, which could be needed as soon as three years. 

Mr. DeSantis handed out a spreadsheet showing four topics for discussion along with a 
spreadsheet showing the number of connections approved by the District.  He indicated 
that the District has approved 1706 connections, with about 725 connected now.   

Mr. DeSantis reviewed some historical information concerning the establishment of the 
District and the progression of the various stages of the wastewater treatment plant to 
the current Santec Plant.   

Mr. DeSantis stated that he contacted ADEQ recently and was told that the B+ effluent 
rating for the discharge from the plant would likely remain unchanged.  He suggested 
that the Committee consider concentrating on three areas for future planning; 

1. Develop Accurate Forecast for future connections 
2. ADEQ/Suppliers and technical planning 
3. Financing and funding 



Alan Cocherell asked about the space available for future plant expansion.  Bob 
Summers responded that the concreted basins of the old SBR plant could be used to for 
future expansion.  Bob Busch added that the District engaged Sunrise Engineering to 
design a  replacement of the current plant with a new one of about 120,000 gallons.  
Their design incorporated the concrete basins and the plant could be incorporated on 
the existing site.  There was some discussion about the need to consider the possibility 
of needing additional land. 
 

Karl Anttila commented that he would like an explanation of the plant addition to 
understand what might have happened so that we have an understanding of where 
we are now.  Bob Busch indicated that all the contract and as-built documents are 
available. 
 
Mr. Anttila suggested that the group meet with the plant operator at some point to 

get input and suggestions about what the operator would like to do with the plant in 
the future. 
 

Bob Busch suggested that the Committee tour the Santec plant to get an idea about 
what is existing and get a first hand review from the plant operator.   
 

There was a general agreement that the committee needed to understand where we 
stand before we can go forward.   
 
There was some discussion about the burden of paying for future plant expansion.  Bob 
Summers and Gerry DeSantis explained that the Amended and Restated Development 
Agreement spelled out the responsibility for funding plant additions.  Existing 
homeowners will likely be responsible for funding future additions. 
 
There was some discussion about the ultimate number of connections to the sanitary 
system.  Bob Busch stated the initially, it was expected that as many as 2,500 homes 
would be built in the District, but recently the number has been reduced, but he did not 
know the current expectation. 
 
Gerry DeSantis commented that Bob Busch had prepared a chart with the timeframe 
required for the plant expansion.  Bob replied that it would take approximately 2 ½ 
years from the time a plan is determined until construction is started.  Karl Anttila 
asked if a permit is required for any work done at the plant.  Bob Busch indicated that 
anything the changes the plant process requires an amendment to the aquafer 
protection permit.   
 



Karl Anttila asked about the six options mentioned in the Civiltec report, and if any 
were obsolete now.  Bob Summers responded that he suggested the District look at 
biodigesting of waste.   
 
Bob Busch asked whether the Planning Committee will able to spend money, and 
would the Board authorize the Planning Committee to spend funds.  At some point, 
some professional input will be needed, and that will cost money.  Bob Summers 
commented that the Board would have to approve any expenditures.   
 
Bob Busch asked whether legal counsel has been consulted about the possible rules for 
the three groups that have been suggested.  Gerry DeSantis responded legal counsel 
will be consulted, and it will be a topic at a future Board Meeting. 
 
Gerry DeSantis asked for suggestions about a future meeting.  It was suggested agreed 
that the next meeting be held at the treatment plant with the operator present.  It was 
also suggested that a plant tour be done separately from the meeting.  The next 
meeting will likely be after the November election. 

4. Adjournment  

Therefore, the meeting was adjourned at approximately at 3: 32 p.m.   

  

_________________________                                                  
______________________ 

   Board Clerk                                                                                                     Date 

 


